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Municipality, where the District Magistrate was the ex-officio chairman, all the
other 84 municipalities in the province having elected non-official chairmen.

The hon. Nawab Yusuf, Minister, and the Secretary to the ^ Local-Self
Government Department opposed the clause on the ground that Naini Tal s case
was unique by reason of its being the summer headquarters of the Government. ^

By 51 votes to 32, the Government won their point, the amending clause being
thrown out.

The object of the other amendments to the District Municipalities Act related
to certain disqualifications of electors. At present any person sentenced to
imprisonment for a term exceeding six months cannot be enrolled as an elector.
The amending bill which was passed raised the imprisonment limit from six
months to one year.

DISTRICT   BOARDS ACT AMENDING BILL

On the 2$rd OCTOBER the Council resumed discussion of the Swarajist
member, Babu Umashankar's Bill to amend the United Provinces District Boards
Act of 1922.

The principal objects of the amending bill were to remove cerain defects in the
woiking of the existing Act, to widen the franchise and to provide for the removal
of the chairman who did not enjoy the confidence of the majority of the member of
the board.

The Select Committee, to which the Bill wsis referred, had deleted the clause
extending the franchise, but to-day several amendments were adopted, ^ in spite of
Government opposition which would nearly double the existing franchise.

At present persons paying a land revenue of Rs, 25 or over, a rent of
Rs. 50 or over, or having a matriculation certificate are enrolled as District Board
electors.

Mr. Mathura Prasad Merhotra moved an amendment urging that
the electoral qualification should be the payment of land revenue of Rs. 15 or
more, or a rent of Rs. 30 or more.

The Hon. Nawab Yusuf, Minister, opposed the amendment on the ground
that the District Boards Act was passed only in 1922. It was too early to revise
and lower the franchise. The amendment found strong support among the
Swarajists and Nationalists and was carried by 43 votes against 39,

Mr. Hidayet Hussain moved another amendment lowering the educational
qualification from the holding of Matriculation to Upper Primary certificates.
This amendment was also opposed by the Minister but was adopted.

By 43 votes against 39 the Council adopted another amendment to the effect
that only persons convicted of offences involving moral turpitude should be
disenfranchised and not all ex*convicts.

A vital clause of the amending bill provided that if a Board, by a majority
of not less than one half of its members, adopted a resolution calling upon a
chairman to resign, such a chairman must resign within three days of the adoption
of the lesolution. The Government opposed the inclusion in the bill of this clause,
but by 53 votes against 30, the Council pressed its adoption.

Mr. Merhotra next moved an amendment deleting the section in the existing
Act which empowered District Magistrates to exercise control over district boards
and their funds in cases of emergency. The Hon. Nawab Yusuf, Minister,
opposed it, and it was rejected without a division.

MINOR GIRLS* PROTECTION BILL

Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant, Swarajist leader, then presented the Select
Committee's Report on the Minor Girls* Protection Bill The object of the Bill
was to check the prevailing practice of selling, buying and bringing up minor
gills for immoral purposes

The Bill, which was limited m character and designed to meet the evil only
partially, contained four clauses, and conferred on the Government power to declare
a community, class or group of persons to be a '^restricted class" if the Government
had reason to believe that such a group or class was m the habit of devoting its girls
to prostitution.

The Bill was considered clause by clause after which the  House adjourned